
 May 8, 2025 

 

Honorable Rodric Bray 
President Pro Tempore 
Indiana Senate 
 
Honorable Todd Huston  
Speaker 
Indiana House of Representatives 
 

Honorable Shelli Yoder 
Minority Leader 
Indiana Senate  
 
Honorable Phil GiaQuinta 
Minority Leader 
Indiana House of Representatives 

RE: Assigning the topic of studying the economic value of public land for recreation in 
Indiana 

Dear President Pro Tem Bray, Speaker Huston, Leader GiaQuinta and Leader Yoder, 

The undersigned organizations urge you to assign the topic of studying the economic value 
of public land for recreation in Indiana to the appropriate interim study committee for 2025.  
This topic was recommended for study in HEA 1616.   

The recommended study topic would include: 

• The direct and indirect economic impacts of public recreational lands on local and 
regional economies. 

• Tourism, employment, and small business development associated with 
recreational use of public lands. 

• The value of ecosystem services and health benefits provided through recreational 
access to public lands. 

• Best practices from other states in valuing public land used for outdoor recreation. 

Indiana’s public lands – our parks, forests, wildlife areas, water access sites, and trails -- 
provide a multitude of benefits to the millions of Hoosiers who enjoy them, and even to 
those who don’t utilize them.  These benefits include ecosystem services such as 
pollination and pest control, economic impact from spending on outdoor recreation, and 
opportunities for physical activity that provide both physical and mental health benefits.   

This economic value of outdoor recreation in Indiana has been estimated by national 
reports, but these reports do not provide the in-depth assessment recommended by HEA 
1616.  Indiana’s elected officials, business leaders, and the public would be better served 
by a state-specific study that looks directly at Indiana’s outdoor lands and their benefits to 
Hoosiers and the many Indiana business sectors related to or supported by these lands, 



including tourism, agriculture, outdoor retailers, hospitality, and health care.  For example, 
what economic impact do the 19 million annual visitors to Indiana state parks and state 
recreation areas have on nearby communities? This is one of many important questions 
that could be answered by this study.    

With growing participation in outdoor activities and widespread recognition of the 
importance of quality of place and quality of life in state and local economic development 
outcomes, now is the time to fully study the economic value of Indiana’s public lands.   

Please assign this topic to an interim study committee for 2025.  Thank you.  

Sincerely,  

Andrew Mills 
American Conservation Coalition Action 

Brian Vigue, Freshwater Policy Director 
Audubon Great Lakes 

  
Christian Freitag, Executive Director 
Conservation Law Center 

Kyle Rorah, Regional Director of Public Policy  
Ducks Unlimited 

  
Sherry Mitchell-Bruker, President 
Friends of Lake Monroe 

Emily DeaKyne 
Hoosier Chapter Soil and Water Conservation 
Society 

  
David Van Gilder, Senior Policy and Legal 
Director  
Hoosier Environmental Council 

Paula Baldwin, President 
Hoosier Heartland Resource Conservation and 
Development Council 

  
Zach Brown 
Indiana Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 

Jeff Wells 
Indiana Conservation Officers FOP Lodge #201 

  
Desi Rybolt, Conservation Campaign 
Manager 
Indiana Conservation Voters  

Evan Robbins, Director of Policy and 
Communications 
Indiana Forest Alliance  

  
Andrea Huntington, Executive Director 
Indiana Land Protection Alliance 

Lisa Nye, Executive Director 
Indiana Park and Recreation Association 

  
Tom Hohman, President 
Indiana Parks Alliance 

Gene Hopkins 
Indiana Sportsman’s Roundtable 

  
Dan Boritt, Executive Director  
Indiana Wildlife Federation 

Jim Sweeney 
Izaak Walton League, Indiana Division 

  



Linda Hanson, President  
League of Women Voters of Indiana  

John Ketzenberger, Director of Government 
Relations 
Nature Conservancy of Indiana  

  
John Kinney 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever 

Aspen Clemons, Executive Director 
Prosperity Indiana 

  
Robyn Skuya-Boss, Chapter Director 
Sierra Club Hoosier Chapter 

Jill Hoffman, Executive Director 
The White River Alliance 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


